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Chennai, May 30:
To prevent damage 

to agricultural crops by 
elephants Tamil nadu plan 
to set up of fences using 
bee hives, Forest Minister 
said at the Assembly 
yesterday.
In order to conserve 

the biodiversity and 
protect ecology and 
environment, the Tamil 
Nadu government is to 
evolve a comprehensive 
State Forest Policy.
S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 

A s s e m b l y  F o r e s t s 
Minister Dindigul C 
Srinivasan announced a 
slew of measures that 

included unveiling a new 
Forest policy, creating 
Elit� Force teams to face 
ground level challenges 
and setting up of fences 
using bee hives to prevent 
damage to agricultural 
crops by elephants. 
Sreenivasan said the 

department will introduce 
a project to erect beehive 
fencing in Coimbatore 
forest division at a cost 
of Rs 1.28 crore during 
the current financial year 
to avert man-elephant 
conflict which is rampant 
in the division with 
a 120-km long forest 
boundary where 110 

villages are vulnerable to 

such conflicts.  

He said the innovative 

project of beehive fencing 

to chase away marauding 

elephants is eco-friendly 

and a low-budget one that 

has proved effective in 

African countries.

In Krishnagiri district, 

wire fencing will be 

erected at a cost of Rs 

2.62 crore. The project 

will be taken up from 

2018-19 to 2020-21 in 

order to check animals 

from reserve forests 

straying into farm land.

TN to introduce Forest policy soon,
set up bee hives fence to stop elephants

Chennai, May 30:
A Centre of Excellence 

(CoE) of FinTech would 
be established in Chennai 
and Rs 23 crore has been 
earmarked for the project, 
Information Technology 
Minister M. Manikandan 
announced in the Assembly.
During his reply to the 

debate on the demand of 
grants for his department, 
Minister for Information 
Techno logy ( IT) M 
Manikandan made slew of 
announcements.
He said the centre is 

being established to create 
competition, innovation 
and productivity, besides 
improving the economy. 

Apart from digitising 
money, the technology will 
also create monetizing data, 
he said. The Centre would 
contribute Rs.5.75 crore 
and an equal share would 
be borne by the State 
while Rs.11.50 crore would 
be invested from venture 
capital fund, the minister 
said. He said that FinTech 
would pump investments in 
small and medium industries 
and assist them in economic 
growth.
The minister said that a 

feasibility study would be 
conducted to establish IT 
parks in Ramanathapuram 
and Cuddalore districts.
With an outlay of Rs 

122 crore, the department 
would establish a CM Dash 
Board and the government 
proposes to set up Artificial 
Intelligence and Internet 
of Things-Tech Forum, he 
said. Manikandan added 
that Over The Top (OTT) 
service would be provided 
to subscribers of Tamil 
Nadu Arasu Cable TV 
Corporation to facilitate 
viewing their desired TV 
channels and government�s 
multi-departmental events 
using cloud computing, 
mobile, tablet and laptop 
from anywhere. In the 
initial period, the service 
will have a bouquet of 50 
to 100 channels.

Minister announces CoE of FinTech in 
Chennai, IT park in Ramnad, Cuddalore

Chennai, May 30:
Chief Minister Edapadi 

K.Palaniswami has ordered 
to release relief of Rs 20 
lakhs (each Rs.10 lakhs) 
to two victims, namely 
Shanmugana than and 
Arumugam who died in 

a communal cash that 
took place between two 
groups in Katchchanatham 
village, Manamadurai 
Taluk, Sivagangai District 
on May 25,2018.
Expressing his heartfelt 

condolences to the families 

of the two victims and 
also to the family members 
of those who sustained 
grievous injuries in the clash, 
the Chief Minister has also 
ordered to release Rs 1.5 
lakhs to the persons who 
sustained severe injuries 

CM orders relief to two killed 
in Sivagangai communal clash

and undergoing treatment at 
the Government Hospital.  
The Chief Minister said 
that the relief money of 
Rs 10 lakhs to victims 
who died will be paid as 
follows: Rs 8.25 lakhs from 
the Adi Dravidar and SC/
ST Welfare Department 
and Rs 1.75 lakhs will 
be paid from the Chief 
Minister General Relief 
Fund. Similarly, for those 
who sustained injuries 
will be paid a sum of 
Rs 1 lakh from the Adi 
Dravidar Welfare Fund and 
Rs 50,000 from the CM 
Relief Fund.  The Chief 

Minister in his condolence 
messages sent individually 
to all the family members 
has said that on coming to 
know about the clash he 
had instructed the District 
Administration and the 
District Police Department 
to rush to the spot to 
give security to the people 
immediately and also in 
giving treatment at the 
government hospitals. 
He had also mentioned 
that he had asked the 
officials to initiate action 
against the persons who 
were responsible for the 
communal clash.

Chennai, May 30:   
Filmmaker and producer 

Muktha Srinivasan passed 
away yesterday in Chennai. 
He was 88.Chief Minister 
Edapadi K.Palaniswami 
has condoled the death 
of the ace-film producer.  
His first film Mudhalali, 

which was released in 
1958, won the National 
Award. Muktha Srinivasan 
went on to direct several 
fi lms with some of 
Tamil cinema�s biggest 
stars, including Gemini 
Ganesan, Jayalalithaa, 
Sivaji Ganesan and later 
Rajinikanth and Kamal 
Haasan.   
F i l m s  s u c h  a s 

Thenmazhai, Ninaivil 
Nindraval, Bommalatam, 
Aiyiram Poi, Suryagandhi, 
Anba i Thed i , Ni ra i 
Kudam, Imayam and so 
on are still considered 
remarkable by fans of 
Tamil cinema. Notably, 
Muktha Srinivasan was 
also the producer of 
Mani Ratnam�s Nayagan, 
which is considered to 
be a landmark film in 
Tamil cinema. However, 
he had a fall-out with the 

Muktha Srinivasan
passes away, CM condoles

hero of the film, Kamal 
Haasan, after the latter 
wrote an article in The 
Hindu about how Mani 
Ratnam had allegedly 
suffered a heart attack due 
to the production pressure 
on him. Muktha wrote a 
rebuttal to the article in 
the same newspaper.   
His film Polladhavan 

with Rajinikanth was a 
huge hit and established 
Rajini further in his career.   
Muktha Srinivasan has 

received state and central 
Government awards, and 
the Kalaimamani and 
Raja Sandow titles. He 
was also instrumental 
in founding the Tamil 
Film Producer�s Council 
(TFPC) on MGR�s urging. 
His last directorial was the 

1992 film Brahmachari 
starring Nizhalgal Ravi 
and Gauthami.   
CM�s Condolence:   
Chief Minister Edapadi 

K.Palaniswami in his 
condolences message 
has said that Muktha 
Srinivasan had directed 
more than 60 films. He 
had also directed the 
Tamil film Suriyagandhi 
in which the late Chief 
Minister Jayalalithaa had 
shown her excellence in 
acting. In his tribute, 
t h e Ch i e f  Min i s t e r 
has said that Muktha 
Srinivasan was a multi-
faceted personality and 
for his untiring services 
to the film industry had 
fetched him various 
awards, including State 
awards. Citing that the 
late Director had carved 
a niche for himself and 
moved with everyone 
friendly manner.   
The dea th of the 

director had created a 
vacuum and it was a total 
loss to the film industry, 
the Chief Minister has 
said in his condolence 
message . The Chief 
Minister has conveyed 
his heartfelt condolences 
to all the family members 
and friends of the director 
and had prayed that the 
late director�s soul may 
rest in peace.  

Chennai, May 30:
Actor-turned-politician 

Rajinikanth today visited 
violence-hit Tuticorin 
region where 13 people 
have lost their lives in 
anti-Sterlite protests. 
He asked the state 

government to �come 
down hard� on the anti-
social elements, who 
indulged in violence in 
Thoothukudi.Asked if 

he also demands CM 
Palaniswamy resignation, 
Rajinikanth said, �We 
can�t ask resignation on 
every single issue.�
�This incident is a big 

lesson for the government. 
No one had expected so 
much violence. I am sure 
intelligence people will 
have reports,� Rajinikanth 
said, adding that people 
know everything and 

they will reply when 
time comes. However, 
the actor-turned-politician 
said that demanding 
resignation for every issue 
is not the solution.
�There i s no th ing 

greater than people�s 
might. So people shouldn�t 
let Sterlite take the case 
to the higher courts and 
even think of restarting 
the industry,� he said.

Rajini Blames �Anti-Social 
Elements� for Tuticorin violence


